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“If I go missing, do not treat me like the 
Indigenous person I am proud to be.”

When someone who looks like me goes 

missing — wondered 14-year-old Ojibwe 

teen Brianna Jonnie — why does it not get 

the same swift response from the police 

and the media as when a white person 

goes missing?

Brianna put this question to the Chief of Police in a letter, urging 

them and the media to “do better” when investigating cases of missing 

Indigenous people. 

This book brings that letter to life and sheds light on the issue of 

missing Indigenous people from an Indigenous girl’s perspective. 
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To all those who feel invisible — you are valued and you are loved.

— Brianna Jonnie
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United Nations Declartion on the Rights  
of Indigenous Peoples states:

Governments, with proper consultation with Indigenous peoples, will ensure Indigenous 
elders, women, youth, children and persons with disabilities have their rights respected. 
Governments will ensure that Indigenous women and children are free from all forms of 
violence and discrimination. 
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Dear Chief of POlice...
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I am an Indigenous girl.
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These are my sisters.
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I am a coach,

a dancer,
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an honour-roll student,

a volunteer,

a friend.  
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I am a 
cousin.  

I am a grand-daughter.  
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I am a daughter...
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... to a young, 
single mom who 
loves me more 
than humanly 
possible.
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My father (whom I have 
no contact with) is an 
addict and a criminal.
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underage drinking, 
prostitution

I am not involved 
in drugs, 

or other illegal activity.
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I am not a runaway,  

nor am I involved 
with Child and 
Family Services.
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My name is  
Brianna Jonnie.  
I am fourteen years old. 
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Music, art, meditation  
and smudging help me  
connect to my culture.
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I am Indigenous.
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I am more likely  
to go missing

than my peers.
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