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The Children Are Taken
At the core of the Sixties Scoop was the belief that Indigenous children were better off  with white 
families. Governments, social workers, health professionals, the clergy and the RCMP were all part 
of a system designed to separate Indigenous children from their parents. Th e Adopt Indian and Métis 
program, known as AIM, was a prime example of this. Indigenous children were sent out of province 
and out of country. But there was resistance. By the early 1970s, Métis activists like Phyllis Trotchie, 
Nora Th ibodeau and Vicki Racette were writing articles, organizing and raising awareness about the 
removal of children from their communities. Th ey fought to establish their own recognized child 
welfare system that would not be so quick to remove Indigenous children from the home.

AIM program

Th e Adopt Indian and Métis program, 
later called AIM, was launched in 1967. 
Otto Driedger, seen here in 1969, was 
the director of child welfare at the 
Saskatchewan Department of Social 
Welfare. He was one of the architects of 
the AIM program. Th rough this program, 
Saskatchewan’s Department of Social 
Welfare sought non-Indigenous families 
in the province to encourage them to 
adopt Indigenous children. Th ey advertised 
Indigenous children through multiple media 
— on television, in the newspaper and on 
the radio. 

Some parents resisted

Child apprehensions were not 
necessarily a simple matter. 
When Indigenous parents 
resisted, they were threatened 
with arrest. Some parents 
disappeared into “the bush” 
to hide their children when 
Indian Agents, the RCMP or 
social workers came around, 
but this was not always 
possible. Parents fought the 
system, but success was very 
hard to come by.
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AIM ads

AIM ads like these were placed in 
newspapers. The ads had more in 
common with pet adoptions than with 
children. Indigenous children taken into 
foster care were undergoing some of the 
most challenging experiences of their 
life. Yet the descriptions in the ads do 
not reflect any respect for the child, their 
challenges or their privacy.

WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Watch the video at 

https://tinyurl.com/CBC-News-on-

AIM-1968
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