
Experiencing Racism

LIFE IN CANADA, 
1860s–1900





Building the Railway

Either you must 
have this labour 
or you cannot 
have the railway.









The Head Tax

The intention was to 
discourage any more 
Chinese from coming to 
Canada and bringing 
their wives and children.



Every person of Chinese 
origin, irrespective of 
allegiance, shall pay . . . 
on entering Canada, at 
the port or place of entry, 
a tax of five hundred 
dollars . . . 





After ships landed 
in BC, passengers 
were taken to 
the prison-like 
immigration centre 
for processing.



A Working Life









Chinese Life

Like the links of a 
chain, they migrated 
around the world to 
join relatives . . .







The organization played an important 
role in fighting anti-Chinese 
discrimination and unfair treatment 
by Canadians.



. . . the early 
Chinese enjoyed 
Cantonese opera 
because it was 
the popular form 
in their villages. 
Well-known tales 
of romance and 
history were 
brought to life on 
stage . . .





Chinese Women 
in Canada


